
Virginia faces $74 billion backlog in needed highway 
transportation funds causing increased congestion, hampered 
economic development, reduced safety & deteriorating road 
and bridge conditions  

TRIP releases new report on findings  

At the current transportation funding level and with population and vehicle travel on 
the rise, Virginians can expect increased road congestion and deterioration, 
according to a new report released today by The Road Information Program, a 
national nonprofit transportation research group based in Washington, D.C. Also, the 
state's competitive advantage as a major transportation hub of the eastern United 
States may be threatened by increasing traffic congestion and the inability of the 
state to fund needed transportation infrastructure improvements.  

Virginia is currently facing a $74 billion backlog through 2025 in unfunded highway 
transportation improvements and a $31 billion backlog in needed transit 
improvements, TRIP reports. By 2014, all state construction funds will be used solely 
for maintenance of the existing system, leaving other needed projects and 
improvements unfunded. Currently, the state Department of Transportation transfers 
about $400 million per year from funds allocated to new construction to its 
maintenance program.  

This comes when nearly 25 percent of the state's major roads and highways are 
rated in substandard condition, and an additional 16 percent are in mediocre 
condition, according to TRIP.  

Additionally, more than one quarter of the state's bridges are rated structurally 
deficient or functionally obsolete, and approximately one-third of them are at least 
50 years old. Specifically, 19 percent of bridges in Northern Virginia are in need of 
improvements; 27 percent in Richmond; 57 percent in Roanoke; and 41 percent in 
Hampton Roads. These bridges no longer meet modern design standards for safety 
features such as lane widths or alignment with connecting roads or are no longer 
adequate for the volume of traffic being carried, according to TRIP.  

Also, with adequate funding, improved safety features on the state's roads and 
highways would likely result in decreased traffic fatalities. TRIP reports that nearly 
4,700 people were killed on Virginia's roads in the past five years, and road design is 
an important factor in approximately one-third of these fatal and serious traffic 
accidents.  

Lastly, highway improvements such as removing or shielding obstacles, adding or 
improving medians, adding rumble strips, wider lanes, wider and paved shoulders, 
upgrading roads from two lanes to four lanes and better road markings and traffic 
signals, where appropriate, can help reduce traffic fatalities and accidents while 
improving traffic flow to help relieve congestion, according to report.  

To read the full report from TRIP, click here.  

To read the TRIP news release on the VBT Web site, click here.  



For more information about the transportation funding crisis or Virginians for Better 
Transportation, call 804-237-1399 or click here to visit the It's Time Web site.  

  

VBT operates www.itstimevirginia.org. VBT regards the privacy and security of user 
information as a critical component of the service we offer. The following information 
explains our information gathering and dissemination practices. If you choose to 
register your company or organization as a supporter, your company or organization 
name may be included in campaign materials. We use Registration Data to send you 
information and to keep you informed. VBT also uses Registration Data to tailor our 
Web site to your particular needs. We use demographic and profile information to 
tailor your experience at our site, showing you the content that we think you might 
be interested in as well as displaying the content according to your preferences. You 
may choose to stop receiving future communications from us. Please see the Privacy 
Policy on the It's Time Web site.  

 


